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PRESIDENT’S PAGE 


The Who’s Who for 1949 appears in this issue of THE 
MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN. There are many new names in this 
roster of those in whose hands the activities of the Michigan Library 
Association rest this coming year. It has been a great satisfaction to 
have such ready response to committee appointments and I am 
grateful for such a fine cooperative spirit in our membership. Innum- 
erable letters are required to make committee appointments and it 
was gratifying not to have to double the number because of refusals. 

By the time this issue reaches you we will be in the midst of 
another struggle to obtain state funds to supplement local support to 
maintain and extend library service throughout the state. As we 
were warned by the last Legislature this is going to be the crucial 
year. The trend in the state toward throwing more responsibility on 
local units of government for support of local services requires a 
revision of the state aid law: we were told last year that in its 
present form the state aid law would not be passed again. There is not time to be complacent 
about this bill because your support may be undermined completely by delay in action. The suc- 
cess or failure of the new bill will rest upon the membership not upon the few in the Legislative 
Committee or the others who work and sacrifice evenings, Saturdays and Sundays to carry that bill 
through its course from committee to committee and finally to vote. How can you help? Know 
your legislators. You probably have some new ones. Cast a glance at the library from the point 
of view of a newcomer. Is the library considered a potent influence in your community? Is 
your community aware of the benefits it has received from state aid? The point of view of the 
legislator is bound to be affected by his own library experience and his understanding of the 
potentialities of state aid will be in proportion to his knowledge of good library service. 





Your financial help is also needed. You have by this time been asked to make a_ personal 
contribution to provide the extra funds required for a campaign which should bring to the attention 
of every one in the state the position of libraries in a continuing educational program. The draft- 
ing of a new state aid bill, its introduction into the legislature, and adequate publicity to assure 
complete understanding of its importance will drain the M. L. A. treasury of its entire contents 
unless we meet this emergency with 100% support of the membership. When the Executive 
Board was faced with the problem of providing the Legislative Committee with sufficient funds 
to accomplish its purpose it reluctantly took this course as the only one which would provide the 
necessary amount quickly enough to launch the program immediately. Such an emergency is as 
much the problem of the whole Association and of these non-member librarians as it is of the 
Executive Board and the Legislative Committee; hence the decision to make known the needs. 
We hope for an “all-out” response. You can rest assured that when this emergency is successfully 
over we will have a stronger Association for having had such widespread participation and we 
will have built up a membership roll which will make such an appeal unnecessary in the future. 

It appears that there has been some difference of opinion on the part of library assistants in 
those larger libraries where one person is assigned the responsibility of sending in M. L. A. dues 
for each member on the staff. This procedure was established as a time-saver not only for the 
staff members but for the M. L. A as well. We are reorganizing cur membership files this year 
and you will have a longer blank to fill out. It will be helpful for our Executive Secretary to have 
all these blanks filled out at once and one check sent in for the entire amount. 

At last we have our Executive Secretary. Mrs. Melba Pearson Haight is serving in that 
capacity on a part-time basis and is already assuming much of the work of the membership files. 
Another of her duties is to coordinate the work of the various committees to avoid over-lapping 
and duplication. Not only are we glad to have found such an efficient candidate for this position 
but such a personable one. It is hoped that we will not take advantage of her but the life of our 
officers is being made a bit more pleasant because of her. 


Alice Louise Le Fevre 
President 
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M. L. A. ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


Detroit, October 7 - 9, 1948 


With headquarters established in the 
Hotel Statler, Detroit was host to the 57th 
annual meeting of the Michigan Library As- 
sociation, October 7 - 9, 1948. 


The first General Session, held in the 
Statler Ball Room, was called to order by 
President Hobart Coffey at eight o’clock on 
Thursday evening. Mr. Coffey presented the 
Hon. Eugene I. Van Antwerp, Mayor of 
Detroit, to the assemblage. Mayor Van 
Antwerp welcomed the Librarians to the city 
of Detroit in a friendly, informal manner. He 
expressed his personal appreciation of libraries 
and librarians. He commended the profession 
for the progress it has made in recent years 
and mentioned, particularly, the improved 
salary status. After calling attention to the 
many advantages to be found in Michigan and 
extolling the natural beauties of the State, he 
wished us a successful and fruitful convention. 


The theme of the meeting was: ‘What’s 
Happening in Our Library World.” The 
first speaker was Miss Ruth Rutzen of the 


Detroit Public Library, a member of the. 


Fourth Activities Committee of the A.L.A. 
Miss Rutzen outlined the purpose, organiza- 
tion and proposals of that committee. She 
spoke too, on the reorganization of the A.L.A , 
its Regional Planning and of the problems 
involved in such planning. Her talk was 
illustrated by the use of graphic charts show- 
ing: 


1. Governmental Structure of A.L.A. 
2. Functional Structure of A.L A. 


Numerous questions and considerable dis- 
cussion followed Miss Rutzen’s talk. 


The second speaker, Mr. Edward A. 
Chapman, Chairman of the A.L.A. Committee 
on Implementation of the National Plans, ex- 
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plained the purpose and objectives of the 
National Plans for Library Service. Mr. 
Chapman stated that in order for libraries to 
be raised to the cultural and educational 
standards which are desired, it is felt that a 
federated plan is necessary. A lack of unity of 
objectives, and a lack of appeal to the public, 
are two of the greatest faults of libraries in 
general. All librarians as well as all types of 
libraries should work together. ‘The library 
service given should depend upon community 
interest and needs. The community must be 
made aware of the importance of the library. 
His talk was followed by a panel discussion. 


The meeting was followed by an In- 
formal Party arranged by the Detroit librari- 
ans. A talented choral group from Ham- 
tramck High School, under the direction of 
Robert Braman, presented a fine musical pro- 
gram. A group of Arthur Murray dancers 
entertained with an exhibition of social dances 
which have been popular at different points in 
the history of America. 


Second General Session 


The Second General Session held on Fri- 
day morning was one of the highlights of the 
conference because of the appearance of 
Governor Kim Sigler and several of the State’s 
officials. 


Mr. Henry Brown of the Michigan 
Historical Society, was the first speaker. He 
outlined the three projects of that organiza- 
tion: (1) To compile a pamphlet on the 
Wolverine State. (2) To conduct a school 
project on local history. (3) To create a 
permanent traveling display which will show 
interested groups what the historical society is 
attempting to accomplish. One of his closing 
statements was “Local history is living 
history.” 
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A panel discussion in the form of a sym- 
posium followed, under the leadership of Ruth 
Warncke. Governor Sigler, after a discussion 
of instrument flying (some of which he had 
done to get to the meeting) and the develop- 
ment of weather knowledge in the past 25 
years, evaded the question of state aid for li- 


braries rather adroitly. However, he spoke 
in a stimulating fashion of the state’s need of 
better library service, suggesting that libraries 
should develop the philosophy of the people 
and that libraries should be maintained as close 
to the people as possible. To have better li- 
braries and better state government, there 
should be a better informed citizenry which 
could be the responsibility of librarians. The 
Governor feels a real need for developing a 
state pride in the people of Michigan compar- 
able to the feeling shown by the people in the 
state of Texas. He has selected a committee 
to study ways and means of developing and 
presenting Michigan history in the public 
schools. 

Mr. Charles McNeill, State Budget Di- 
rector, briefly outlined the problems of com- 
piling a state budget, the demands made on 
the state treasury and the evils, according to 
his viewpoint, of the Sales Tax rebate to local 
units. Mr. McNeill felt that demands for 
additional funds should be levied at the local 
level with the same vigor displayed in lobby- 
ing in the state situation. 

Rep. Howard Estes, a friend of M.L.A. 
in last year’s struggle with the legislature, 
said that libraries must make themselves so in- 
dispensable to the people that the legislature 
must of necessity grant state aid for their ex- 
tension. 


Third General Session 

The banquet held on Friday evening was 
the Third General Session. Second Vice- 
President Dena Babcock, Menominee County 
Library, presided. Dr. James B. Edmonson, 
Dean of the School of Education, University 
of Michigan, acted as Toastmaster and intro- 
duced Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., the 
speaker of the evening. 

Mr. Vanderbilt’s topic was “Europe To- 
day”. He had just returned from a two- 
month trip during which he and a companion 
toured through most of the countries of Europe 
in a house trailer. Using this means of trans- 
portation they were able to get close to the 
people in small towns and villages. Conditions, 
as he found them in Europe, are not condusive 
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to optimism. In conclusion, he expressed the 
opinion that the United States should get out 
of Europe before we may be forced. out. 


Fourth General Session 


The Fourth General Session on Saturday 
morning, was the annual Business Meeting of 
the Association. Miss Alice Louise LeFevre, 
President-elect, presided. Following the pro- 
cedure inaugurated last year, all reports from 
committee chairmen had been submitted previ- 
ous to the Conference. These were mimeo- 
graphed and distributed to members upon 
registering. The following is a brief summary 
of the annual reports: 

President's Report: Mr. Coffey stated in his 
report that the outstanding accomplishment 
of the year was the retention of State Aid. 
He expressed appreciation to the Chairman 
and members of the Legislative Committee 
and commended all members of the Associa- 
tion who extended their efforts towards this 
accomplishment. He also noted two other 
achievements of the past year: (a) The hiring 
of an Executive Secretary, who is to take over 
the membership records and who will try to 
coordinate the work of all committees, ete. 
(b) The “Directory of Michigan Librarians” 
published by the Junior Members Section. 
Legislative Committee: The major work of 
this committee was in connection with State 
Aid for Libraries. The committe met early in 
the year to arrange for public relations activi- 
ties, publicity plans, and to formulate general 
plans for carrying on the campaign to retain 
State Aid. The fact that State Aid was re- 
tained, attests to the zeal and untiring efforts 
of this committee. Miss Summers, in her re- 
port, outlines the many contacts which were 
helpful outside library circles and expresses 
appreciation for all the assistance received. 
Membership Committee: Contacts were made 
with all school, college, and university li- 
brarians and all delinquent members of 
M.L.A. It was suggested that the newly 
published Directory of Michigan Librarians 
will be of particularly help to this committee 
in the forthcoming year. 

Planning Committee: Considerable time and 
effort was spent by this group on a study of 
the National Plans for Libraries. As a result 
of this study, a very helpful outline was circu- 
lated entitled: Looking at Public Libraries in 
Michigan in comparison with the National 
Plan for Puble Libraries. 


The Michigan Librarian 
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Public Relations Committee: A folder was 
published by this committee and circulated 
widely throughout the state. In it are sug- 
gested projects to help libraries gain support 
in their communities. Examples of various 
projects which have been undertaken by clubs 
in support of libraries are given. 10,000 
copies were printed for distribution. 
Publications Committee: All material pub- 
lished under the name of the Michigan Library 
Association, is passed on by this committee. 
The past year this included the Directory of 
Michigan Librarians by the Junior Members 
Section, The Public Relations Committee’s 
folder, and the MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN. 
Salary, Staff and Tenure Committee: A 
study of retirement plans in various munici- 
palities in Michigan was carried out by this 
committee, This group also made a compara- 
tive study of Michigan library salaries, the 
cost of living and the A.L.A. recommended 
salary scale. 

Scholarship Committee: A report on the 


. 


funds under the supervision of this committee 
was made. A list of the loans and scholar- 
ships granted during the past year is also given. 
Recruiting Committee: ‘The committee, this 
year, prepared a questionnaire in order to de- 
termine how it could most effectively assist 
the school librarians in interesting young 
people in the library profession. 

Joint Committee to Study Library Laws: 
Work on the recodification of the School Li- 
brary Laws and the Municipal Library Laws, 
as well as a review of all that has been done 
by the committee up to date, occupied the past 
year. 

Federal Relations Committee: During the 
past year, this committee has worked with the 
A.L.A. National Relations Office in Washing- 
ton in an all-out effort to secure passage of the 
Library Demonstration Bill (S-48, HR- 
2465). The Bill was not voted upon in either 
the regular or the special session. Plans are 
now being made to resubmit the Bill in the 
81st Congress in January, 1949. 


INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIC LIBRARY 
TRUSTEES 


Sponsored by the University of Michigan 
Extension Service, the General Library, 
Bureau of Government and the Michigan 
State Library, a pre-conference Institute for 
Public Library Trustees was held in the Rack- 
ham Building, Detroit, October 7, 1948. The 
meeting opened with a luncheon with over 90 
trustees and librarians present for the 2nd 
annual conference. Mrs. Dorothy T. Hager- 
man, of the State Board for Libraries, pre- 
sided. The general theme was The Library 
in Relation to Community Planning. 

Mr. Howard Y. McCluskey, of the 
School of Education, University of Michigan, 
addressed the group on the subject: ds We 
Plan - We Grow. He stressed the value and 
necessity of community planning. He defined 
planning as organized foresight, basically a 
way of taking stock ahead of action in order 
that available resources may be most effectively 
applied to community need. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Everett J. Soop, 
the new Director of the University of Mich- 
igan Extension Service acted as moderator 
for a panel discussion on Good Community 
Planning. Participating were Mr. Thomas G. 


Long, Detroit Library Commission, Angus 
Campbell and John Hyde, University of 
Michigan, and Mr. George Bean, City 
Manager of Pontiac. After hearing the panel, 
the librarians and trustees divided into three 
sections with leaders and consultants: 1) 
Rural areas; 2) City and metropolitan areas; 
3) Villages and smaller cities. 

Later, the groups re-assembled for re- 
ports, and a general summary by Mrs_ Loleta 
D. Fyan, State Librarian. Mr. Ralph UI- 
veling, librarian of the Detroit Public Library, 
spoke of the problems created in the metropoli- 
tan areas by boundary lines. He proposed 
pooled services for films, research, cataloging, 
etc. Others mentioned population movements 
and shifts as a vital factor in the need for 
planning, and the lag there is between plan- 
ning and action. Mrs. Fyan spoke of the 
great need for planning broadly with relation 
to the state as a whole. She mentioned the 
problems created by unusual growth patterns 
in certain areas, and discussed the National 
Plan as a basic guide. 

Dorothy T. Hagerman, 
State Board for Libraries 


NOTICE—February | is the deadline for the March MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN. Please 
send all copy typed, double-spaced and in duplicate. 
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SECTION MEETINGS 


ADULT EDUCATION SECTION 


The annual meeting of the Adult Educa- 
tion Section of M.L.A. was held in the Wayne 
Room of the Hotel Statler, Friday afternoon, 
October 8, 1948. 

In the absence of the Secretary-Treasur- 
er, De Lyle Runge, the minutes of the last 
meeting were read by Gladys E. Miller and 
approved. Miss Nada Reddish, Chairman of 
the Nominations Committee, presented the 
following slate: 

Vice-Chairman and Chairman-Elect: 
Otto Yntema, Western Michigan 
College of Education; trustee of 
Kalamazoo Public Library. 
Secretary-Elect: Eleanor Ferguson, 
Dearborn Public Library. 
Since there were no further nominations from 
the floor, the above-named were unanimously 
elected. 

Discussion was opened on the meaning of 
Adult Education from the library-point-of- 
view vs. the meaning of Adult education from 
the public school-point-of-view. Difference 
seemed to be in approach only: informal in 
the library; formal in the public school. 

Kurtz Meyers opened discussion on the 
important relationship between audio-visual 
materials and adult education, suggesting that 
the A.L.A.-sections on audio-visual materials 
and on adult education be combined. 

The Chairman introduced the new presi- 
dent of the section, John Lorenz, Assistant 
State Librarian, and the incoming secretary- 
treasurer, Eleanor Ferguson, Librarian, Dear- 
born Public Library. 

Jean Johnson suggested that the MICH- 
IGAN LIBRARIAN and the MICHIGAN 
LIBRARY NEWS carry more human inter- 
est items (on adult education activities) and 
so encourage the smaller libraries, especially in 
the upper half of Lower Michigan, to initiate 
and continue adult education projects. 

Dr. William Wattenberg, Associate Pro- 
fessor of Education and Educational Psy- 
chology at Wayne University, was introduced 
as the program speaker, His topic, “Libraries 
as Coordinators in Planning Programs for 
Mental Hygiene Knowledge” was illustrated 
by the 16mm. film “Feeling of Rejection.” 
Other films were suggested, as well as sources, 
by both Dr. Wattenberg and Kurtz Meyers, 
for use in Mental Hygiene discussion pro- 
grams within the library. 


—Gladys E. Miller 


CATALOG SECTION 


The Michigan Regional Group of Cata- 
logers held a luncheon and the annual Business 
Meeting of the section, at the Olde Wayne 
Club, Detroit, on Saturday, October 9. Forty 
members were present. 


Miss Phoebe Lumaree, President, pre- 
sided at the Business Meeting, during which 
the Constitution was amended. <A need was 
felt for an amendment which would provide 
for voting by mail if the Section did not meet 
during the Annual Conference of M L.A. 

An election of officers was held. The 
newly-elected officers for the group are: 


President: Mrs. Fannie §S. Noonan, 
State Library, Lansing 

Secretary-Treasurer: Miss Frieda Hin- 
richs, Michigan State College Li- 
brary, East Lansing 

Director: Mrs. Irene J. Wilcox, State 
Library, Lansing 


COUNTY LIBRARIES SECTION 


At the pre-Conference meeting of the 
County Libraries Section, in Detroit, October 
7, 1948, a discussion “Where Do We Go 
From Here?” was held under the direction of 
Mr. Larry Taylor, Adult Education Depart- 
ment, Michigan State College 

Mrs. Margaret Wylie, Ruth Warncke, 
Robert Orr and Alta Parks reported on pre- 
vious work of the Section and on trends in 
county library work, The group agreed to 
sponsor a workshop in June, at which time 
findings of the survey sponsored by the Section 
will be examined in relation to specific library 
problems and the changing scene. 

At the business meeting of the County 
Libraries Section on October 8, in Detroit, 
the following officers were elected: Chair- 
man, Robert Orr, Branch County Library; 
Vice-Chairman, Ruth Warncke, Kent County 
Library; Secretary, Betty Lautner, Kent 
County Library. 

The County Libraries Section held a 
special meeting in Lansing on December 2, to 
consider the proposed revision of the State 
Aid Law. Sixteen county libraries: were repr- 
sented. Of the 29 people present, 8 were 
trustees. 

Under Chairman Robert Orr of Branch 
County Library, the group recommended some 
changes in the proposed revision. 


The Michigan Librarian 
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- CECIL JOHN McHALE 
1899 - 1948 


Cecil John McHale, professor of library science at 
the University of Michigan, died suddenly on November 
2d in Ann Arbor. Death from coronary thrombosis 
came without warning as he was addressing the Ann 
Arbor Woman's Club in the Michigan League. His 
loss is an irreparable one and will be keenly felt, no 
where more keenly than in the field of library education 
where he had wielded great influence and demonstrated 
unusual competence. It is a loss to the state of Mich- 
igan. A sympathetic guide and friend is removed from 
the ranks of Michigan librarians at the height of his 
powers and usefulness. 

Born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in 1899, Professor 
McHale attended the public schools of that city, the 
University of Minnesota, and later Carleton College from 
which he was graduated in 1922. Graduate study at 
Harvard led to the Master's degree there in 1925. He 
was then appointed to an instructorship in English at 
the University of Arkansas which he held from 1925 to 
1928. During that time he determined on a career in 
library work, and entered the newly-established Depart- 
ment of Library Science at the University of Michigan 
in the summer of 1927, completing the work for the 
professional degree in librarianship in June, 1928. 

Before he became a teacher of librarians he had 
had experience in both university and public libraries. 
While a library science student he worked as an assist- 
ant in the Library Extension Division of the University of Michigan. This was followed by two 
years at the University of North Carolina where he was head of the circulation department. In 
1932 he was selected by Dr. Bowerman to head the Northeastern branch of the District of Columbia 
Public Library, and later became head of the Mt. Pleasant branch in the same system. It was in 
Washington that he had his first opportunity to teach library science through a part-time appoint- 
ment at the Catholic University of America. He found that he enjoyed library school teaching, 
and when an offer came of a full-time teaching appointment at the University of Michigan, he 
accepted it and returned to Ann Arbor in the fall of 1938. 

He was entering on his eleventh year at the University of Michigan. His first appointment 
was that of assistant professor. In 1941 he was made associate professor, and in June, 1948 was 
advanced to a full professorship. He had found the works he liked best to do and was a 
stimulating influence to the many students who studied under him. To his courses on library 
administration he brought a practical knowledge of library problems which made vivid and real 
the theoretical bases of the subject. His courses in book selection were a broadening cultural 
experience because of his wide knowledge of books, authors and publishers, and his fine critical 
judgment and informed interest in contemporary social and political thought. Tempting oppor- 
tunities to go to other institutions had come his way, but he resisted all such offers, for his work, 
his friends, his family and home in Ann Arbor, gave him roots there and an inner happiness and 
content which few attain. 

He will be missed from the councils of the Michigan Library Association where he was 
friendly critic, counselor and friend. He served as president of the Association in 1949-44, and 
was active at all times in the work of the Association. His specialty at the University of Michigan 
was public library service and many of his former students, now in responsible positions in 
public libraries, are in his debt for inspiration and wise guidance. He welcomed contact with 
librarians in the field and worked with many of them on their problems. Through the surveys he 
made of public libraries he was instrumental in improving library services to the citizens of 
Michigan. Shortly before his death he had spent some time in Bay City, studying the library 
situation there preparatory to a survey he had been invited to make of the libraries of that city. 

He had long been a member of the American Library Association, had served on its Council 
and on its committees. He was chairman of the Publications committee of the Association of 
American Library Schools and edited the first directory to be issued by that Association in 1944. 

Because of his vigor and zest, his whole-hearted enjoyment of life, it is all the more difficult 
to realize that he is gone. In the words of one of his students he wiil be long remembered for 
his “invigorating idealism’’. 
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TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE 


MICHIGAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Facts, figures and human interest stories 
from you are necessary to the success of the 
Michigan Library Association’s publicity cam- 
paign during coming months. The stories re- 
leased through the Michigan Library Associa- 
tion public relations consultant, Jacqueline 
Peck, must be representative of a cross-section 
of the state to be of state-wide interest. 

Your help is needed particularly in 
furnishing the intimate glimpses of library 
service which will sell the library to the pub- 
lic and the legislature. Cold statistics will 
not do the trick, even if our publicity mediums 
—press and radio, were inclined to use statist- 
ical reports, which they are not. 

Human interest stories are the sugar- 
coated pill which makes the presentation of 
the case for libraries palatable to the reading 
and listening public. 

HERE ARE SOME POINTS ON 

WHICH WE WOULD LIKE YOUR 

SLANT: 

1. Library patrons who have used the 
library as a source of information on 
building — anything from a house to 
a boat to a chicken coop. 

2. Library patrons who have used the 
library for information on starting a 
business. 

3. How about hobbies? 

Name names. Give concrete examples—like 

the Highland Park veteran who is making all 

his own furniture—the grandmother who is 
doing her own bricklaying. ‘Tell the story. 

4. Librarians know that the library is 
often a barometer of business trends. 
More fiction is circulated during an 
era of depression or of high prices 
Can you give us fiction circulation 
figures comparing circulation today 
with six months ago, with one year 
ago, and with 1933? 

Would you go so far as to say that libraries 

can predict economic trends before they are 

obvious elsewhere ? 

5. Sixteen hundred library trustees serve 
without pay in Michigan. What 
kind of persons are they? Any in your 
area outstanding for length of service, 
for effort, or with unusual reason for 
wishing to serve? Are there unusual 
types among your trustees? Persons 
you wouldn’t expect to find on a li- 
brary board? Why are they there? 


J 


10. 


. 





Why not list the occupations of your 
trustees for us? What are their edu- 
cational backgrounds — college, high 
school, gradeschool ? 


Is the giving of Memorial Books to 
the library common in your communi- 
ty? Cite cases. Did John Jones give 
two books on bowling in memory of 
his son? Did the neighbors take up a 
collection to give gardening books in 
memory of an avid gardener? Did a 
manufacturing plant give technical 
books of interest to employees? ‘Tell 
the story. 


What strange bookmarks have you 
found in returned library books? 
Glasses? Social security cards? Love 
letters? List some of the unusual 
things and some of those which turn 
up often. 


If you have a phonograph record li- 
brary, has it been successful? What 
type records do you stock? How long 
have you had it? Any other musical 
services ? 


If your library has a ceiling projector, 
let’s have a story about some person it 
has helped. 


How about examples of vocational 
guidance by libraries? Is there any 
child you or another librarian origin- 
ally steered on to a_ topic which 
eventually became a career? Any 
youngster who came to you for voca- 
tional guidance with notable results? 
What are they doing today? 


What unusual requests 
made on your library? 


have been 


In connection with a proposed article 
on Michigan historical material, any 
early records or other historical data 
of particular interest in your library’s 
possession ? 


Ever experience the thrill of finding 
in your files records of books borrow- 
ed by a person whose name is well- 
known today? What type of books 
had he or she borrowed? (Owosso— 


what was Tom Dewey reading 30 
years ago?) 
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Librarians are often unheralded and 

unsung but they are important influ- 
ences in their communities. Give us 
examples of outstanding service by li- 
brarians — delivering books on own 
time, length of service, etc. 

15. Can you mention a successful library 
operation on a shoestring? A library 
operating from unusual quarters ? 

16. How about requests for a type of 
material which you think is peculiar 
to your community ? 

Any information you can offer will be appreci- 

ated. If you haven’t time to cover all the 

questions, handle those first which you think 
you can answer best. We’re particularly 
interested in 1 and + at once, but we'd like as 

many contributions as possible by January 1, 

and more as they occur to you after that. The 

anecdotes you can tell will help bring library 
publicity to life. Your report needn’t be fine 
prose. Just get it on paper and send it to— 

Mrs. Jacqueline K. Peck 

2012 Buena Vista 

Detroit 6, Michigan 


NEW STATE AID BILL 


Librarians, trustees and patrons all over 
the State must understand the new State Aid 
Bill if they are to explain it to our legislators 
and give it strong support. Can you arrange 


A. L. A. REGIONAL 


At a meeting held in Detroit on Nov- 
ember 30, arrangements were made to hold 
the A.L.A. Midwest Regional Conference in 
Grand Rapids, November 9 - 12, 1949. Head- 
quarters will be at the Pantlind Hotel. 


District III, designated Midwest, com- 
prises the five states of Illinois, Indiana, Mich- 
igan, Ohio and Wisconsin. At the meeting 
on November 30, those present included the 
presidents of the five State Associations, as 
well as Harold F. Brigham, Ruth W. Gregory 
and Ralph A. Ulveling, who serve as the 
A.L A. Regional Planning Committee. 


While much of the planning is still tenta- 
tive, it has been decided that Michigan, IIli- 
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a meeting in your area to discuss the bill? If 
you will call a group together, a member of 
the Legislative Committee or, of the Adult 
Education Section will come to present the 
terms of the bill and discuss it with you. Ten 
people (or a hundred) studying the bill for an 
afternoon or an evening, can influence a whole 
community. 

If you want to make a distinct contribu- 
tion to the passage of the State Aid Bill, here 
is what you can do: 

1. Contact your District Chairman. Tell 
her when and where you plan to have 
your meeting, and whom you plan to 
invite. (This will avoid conflicts) 

2. Write to John Lorenz, Michigan 
State Library, Chairman of the Adult 
Education Section, Give him full in- 
formation as to time, place and ap- 
proximate size of the group. He will 
assign a member of his committee or 
the Legislative Committee to meet 
with you. 

3. Invite the people of your area. In- 
clude trustees, presidents of clubs, city, 
village or county officials, interested 
library patrons, school people, minis- 
ters and any others who should know 
our program. 

4. Provide pencils and paper for every- 
one. Plan an informal, study session. 


CONFERENCE - 1949 


nois and Ohio will hold their annual state 
meetings in conjunction with the Regional 
Conference. November 9 is the date which 
will probably be set aside for these states to 
hold their separate meetings 


Watch for further announcements. 
Remember the dates: November 
9 - 12, 1949. 


Remember the place: Grand Rapids 


—Pantlind Hotel. 


Be sure that your M.L.A,. dues are paid 
and plan to attend when this first A.L A. 
Regional Conference is held in our own state. 
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THE 1949 WHO'S WHO 


Among Michigan Librarians 


The Michigan Library Association 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 


President: Alice Louise LeFevre, Department of 
Librarianship, Western Michigan College of 
Education, Kalamazoo, 45, 

First Vice-President: Alta Parks, Ingham County 
Library, Mason. 

Second Vice-President: Frances Meade, Carnegie 
Library, Ironwood. 

Secretary: Lillian B. Anderson, Public Library, 
Kalamazoo. 

Treasurer: Mary Marjorie Smith, Wayne Univer- 
sity Library, Detroit, 1. 

Past President: Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

Members-at-Large: Robert M. Orr, Branch County 
Library, Coldwater. 

Trustees Group: Mrs. Clayton Campbell, Belding. 

Executive Secretary: Mrs. Melba P. Haight, 604 
N. Kalamazoo Ave., Paw Paw. 


DISTRICT OFFICERS 


District 1— 
Counties of Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph, 
Branch, Van Buren, Kalamazoo, Calhoun. 
Chairman: Mrs, Lavera Trask, Public Library, 
Albion. 
Vice-Chairman: Robert Orr, Branch County Li- 
brary, Coldwater. 
Secretary: Eleanor Mason, Public Library Kala- 
mazoo. 
District 2— 
Counties of Hillsdale, Lenawee, Monroe, 
Jackson, Washtenaw. 
Chairman: Homer Chance, Public Library, Ann 
Arbor. 
Vice-Chairman: Sue Metcalf, Public 
Jackson. 
Secretary: Mary Kay Williams, Law Library, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
District 3— 
Counties of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, 
Genesee, Lapeer, St. Clair. 
Chairman: Josephine A. Smith, Fordson High 
School, Dearborn. 
Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Marian Wilcox, McGregor 
Public Library, Highland Park. 
Secretary: Dorothy M. Mitts, Public Library, Port 
Huron. 
District 4— 
Counties of Allegan, Barry, Ottawa, 
Kent, Ionia, Muskegon, Montcalm. 
Chairman: Ruth Warncke, Kent County Library, 
Grand Rapids, 9. 
Vice-Chairman: Thomas E. Davies, Hall-Fowler 
Memorial Library, Ionia. 
Secretary: Mary Mastenbrook, Hope College, Hol- 
land. 
District 5— 
Counties of Eaton, Ingham, Livingston, 
Clinton, Shiawassee, Saginaw, Tuscola, Sanilac, 
Bay, Huron. 
Chairman: Alma Huggins, Public Library, East 
Lansing. 
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Vice-Chairman: 
Saginaw. 
Secretary: Mrs. Pauline Sergent, Bullard Public 

Library, Vassar. 
District 6— 

Counties of Oceana, Newago, Mecosta, 
Isabella, Midland, Mason, Lake, Osceola, Clare, 
Gladwin, Arenac, Manistee, Wexford, Miss- 
aukee, Roscommon, Ogemaw, lIosco, Benzie, 
Leelanau, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Craw- 
ford, Oscoda, Alcona, Antrim, Otsego, Mont- 
morenci, Alpena, Presque Isle, Charlevoix, Em- 
met, Cheboygan. 

Chairman: Elsa Struble, Public Library, Mt. 
Pleasant. 
Vice-Chairman: 
Manton. 
Secretary: Mrs. H. Stinson, Public Library, Kings- 
ley. 
District 7—- 

Counties of Gogebic, Iron, Dickinson, 
Menominee, Delta, Schoolcraft, Mackinac, On- 
tonagon, Houghton, Keweenaw, Baraga, Mar- 
quette, Alger, Luce, Chippewa (Upper Penin- 
sula Library Association). 

Chairman: Frances Meade, Carnegie Public Li- 
brary, Ironwood. 

Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Edna Paulson, Bessemer 
Township Library, Ramsey. 

Secretary: Ida Turcotte, Carnegie Public Library, 
Ironwood. 


ADVISORY COUNCIL 


The Council is made up of the chairmen of the 
districts and of the standing committees. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
Legislative Committee 
Chairman: Ruth Warncke, Kent County Library, 
Grand Rapids, 9 (1950). 
Hazel DeMeyer, Western Michigan College of 
Education Library, Kalamazoo, 45 (1950). 
Margaret Dundon, Carnegie Public Library, Ish- 
peming (1950). 

Walter Kaiser, Wayne County Library, Detroit, 8 
(1950). 

Mrs. Gertrude Kunze, (Trustee), East Tawas. 

Mr. Clifford McKibbin (Trustee) 626 Roewood, 
East Lansing (1950). 

Robert M. Orr, Branch County Library, Coldwater 
(1949). 

Virginia Summers, Public Library, Lansing 15 
(1949). 

Mrs. Marion K. Wilcox, McGregor Public Library, 
Highland Park (1949). 
Arthur Yabroff, Public Library, Detroit 2 (1949). 
Membership Committee 
Chairman: Janet Teale, Public Library, Kalamazoo 
(1949). 

Dorotha Dawson, Division of Instruction, Detroit 
Public Schools, Detroit 1 (1949). 

Florence Harnau, Hackley Public Library, Muske- 
gon (1950). 

Leona Hough, Theodore Roosevelt High School, 
Wyandotte (1950). 


Beatrice Prall, Public Library, 


Josephine Hall, Public Library, 


The Michigan Librarian 








Mrs. 


Chai 


Mat 
Evel 


Kat 
Clif 


Cha 


Ade 


Ele 
Do 


Ch 





brary, 
Public 
costa, 
Clare, 
Miss- 
enzie, 
Craw- 
Mont- 
, Em- 

Mt. 
brary, 
Lings- 
inson, 
, On- 
Mar- 
enin- 
c Li- 
semer 


rary, 


»f the 


rit, 8 


Lwas. 
vood, 


vater 
xy 15 
rary, 
949). 
1aZ00 
troit 
uske- 


hool, 


rian 








Mary Meinberg, Spies Public Library, Menominee 
(1950). 
Mrs. Claire Reck, Trustee, Manchester (1950). 
Planning Committee 
Chairman: Dorothy Hiatt, Macomb County Li- 
brary, Mount Clemens (1949). 
Maureen Fisher, Public Library, Niles (1950). 
Evelyn Parks, Michigan State Library, Lansing, 13 
(1949). 
Katharine Stokes, Western Michigan College 
Library, Kalamazoo, 45 (1950). 
Clifford Wightman, Hackley Public Library, Mus- 
kegon (1950). 
Public Relations Committee 
Chairman: Clover Flanders, University of Mich- 
igan Extension Library, Ann Arbor (1949). 
Marie Duesenberg, Willard Library, Battle Creek 
(1949). 
Ade'e Ewell, General Library, University of Mich- 
igan, Ann Arbor (1949). 
Eleanor Ferguson, Public Library, Dearborn (1950). 
Dorothy Hansen, Michigan State Library, Lansing, 
13 (1949). 
Publications Committee 
Chairman: Fred L. Dimock, General Library, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (1950). 
Dorothy Rojek, Ingham County Library, Mason 
(1950). 
Eudocia Stratton, Michigan State Library, Lansing, 
13 (1950). 
Mrs. Carrie Palmer, Public Library, Royal Oak. 
Edna V. Ballard, Super. School Libraries, Public 
Library, Lansing 15. 
Katherine Madigan (ex officio) Public Library, 
Grand Rapids, 2. 
Walter K. Halsted, (ex officio) Wayne County 
Library, Detroit, 8. 
Salary, Staff and Tenure Committee 
Chairman: Mr. Thomas E. Davies, Hall-Fowler 
Memorial Library, Ionia (1949). 
Frances Burnside, Public Library, Grand Haven 
(1950). 
Jeanne Lloyd, Baldwin Public Library, Birmingham 
(1950). 
Mrs. Fannie Noonan, Michigan State Library, Lan- 
sing, 13 (1950). 
Scholarship Committee 
Chairman: Mrs. Grace Burgett, Michigan State 
Library, Lansing, 13 (1949). 
Elizabeth Baker, Public Library, Ferndale (1949). 
Lynn Bartlett, Butzel Branch, Public Library, De- 
troit (1950). 
Florence Hazlett, Senior High School Library, Mid- 
land (1950). 
Mate Graye Hunt, Department of Librarianship, 
Western Michigan College, Kalamazoo (1950). 
William Webb, Public Library, Flint (1950). 
THE MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN 
Editor-in-Chief: Katherine Madigan, Public Li- 
brary, Grand Rapids, 2. 
Associate Editors: Mrs. Beulah I. Bock, Public 
Library, Lansing, 15; Thomas E. Davies, Hall- 
Fowler Memorial Library, Ionia. 
Business and Advertising Manager: Walter K. 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
Auditing Committee 


Halsted, Wayne County Library, Detroit, 8. 
Chairman: Francis Scannell, Public Library, Detroit. 
Robert W. Armstrong Public Library, Detroit, 2. 
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Elections Committee 

Chairman: William Chait, Public Library, Kala- 
mazoo. 

Gertrude Van Zee, Kalamazoo College Library, 
Kalamazoo. 

Federal Relations Committee 
(Set up under the National Plan) 

Chairman: Charles M. Mohrhardt, Public Library, 
Detroit, 2. 

Publicity Chairman: Catherine Haughey, Public 
Library, Detroit, 2, 

Representing the State Library: Eudocia Stratton, 
Michigan State Library, Lansing, 13. 

Representing M. L. A.: Hobart R. Coffey, Law 
Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

Institute Committee 

Chairman: Catherine Wilson, Muskegon County 
Library, Muskegon Heights. 

Rosalie R. Baker, Michigan State College Library, 
East Lansing. 

William Chait, Public Library, Kalamazoo. 

Dorotha Dawson, Department of Schoo! Libraries, 
Board of Education, Detroit. 

Mate Graye Hunt, Department of Librarianship, 
Western Michigan College, Kalamazoo. 

Elizabeth McPhail, Public Library, Detroit, 2. 

William J. Quinly, Public Library, Grand Rapids 2. 

Louise Rees, Michigan State Library, Lansing 13. 

Jesse B. Thorpe, Central Michigan College Library, 
Mount Pleasant. 

Joint Committee to Study Library Laws 
Mrs. Dorothy T. Hagerman, Public Library, Grand 
Rapids, 2. 
Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, Michigan State Library, 
Lansing, 13. 
Donald W. Koh'stedt, Public Library, Grand Rapids 
Mrs. Gertrude Kunze, Trustee, East Tawas, 
Alice Louise LeFevre, Western Michigan College 
of Education, Kalamazoo. 
Ruth Rutzen, Public Library, Detroit, 2. 
Virginia Summers, Public Library, Lansing, 15. 
Ruth Warncke, Kent County Library, Grand Rapids, 
Nominating Committee 
Chairman: Phoebe Lumaree, Western Michigan 
College Library, Kalamazoo. 

District 1—Bessie Jane Reed, Central High School, 
Kalamazoo. 

District 2—Dorothy Dowsett, Public Library, Jack- 
son. 

District 3—Mrs. Helen Bjorklund, Eastern High 
School Library, Detroit. 

District 4+—Marian Mastenbrook, Hope College 
Library, Holland. 

District 5—Mrs. Alma Huggins, Public Library, 
East Lansing. 

District 6—Ruth Walker, Elementary School Li- 
brary, Midland. 

District 7—Dena_ Babcock, 
Library, Stephenson. 

Recruiting Committee 

Chairman: Jeannette Johnson, Michigan State 
Library, Cadillac (1950). 

Claxton Helms, Public Library, Allegan (1950). 

Jean Hunter, Willard Library, Battle Creek (1950). 

Martha Schoeneberger, Wayne County Library, 
Ecorse Branch (1949), 

Elinor Yungmeyer, W. K. Kellogg Jr. High School, 
Battle Creek (1949). 


Menominee County 
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SECTIONS 
Adult Education Section 


Chairman: John Lorenz, Michigan State Library, 
Lansing, 13. 

Vice-Chairman: Otto Yntema, Trustee, Kalamazoo. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Eleanor Ferguson, Public 
Library, Dearborn. 


Catalog Section 
(Michigan Regional Group of Catalogers) 
Chairman: Mrs. Fannie S. Noonan, Michigan 
State Library, Lansing, 13. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Miss Frieda Hinrichs, Michi- 
gan State College Library, East Lansing. 
Children’s Section 
Chairman: Richard J. Hurley, Department of 
Library Science, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor. 
Vice-Chairman: 
Kalamazoo. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Naomi Ellias, 
Branch Library, Detroit. 
College Libraries Section 
Chairman: Merrill M. Jones, Michigan State 
College Library, East Lansing. 


County Libraries Section 
Chairman: Robert M. Orr, Branch County Library, 
Coldwater, 
Vice-Chairman: Betty Lautner, Kent County Li- 
brary, Grand Rapids, 9. 
Secsetary: Dorothy Ojmstead, Genesee County 
Library, Flint. 


Hospital Libraries Section 
Chairman: Linda Ganley,Veterans Facility, Dear- 
born. 
Secretary: Alice Forward, Maybury 
Wayne County Library, Northville. 
Junior Members Section 
Chairman: Thomas E. Davies, Hall-Fowler Me- 
morial Library, Ionia. 
Vice-Chairman: Alice Epinck, Public Library, 
Detroit, 2. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Doris Cairns, Public Library, 
Lansing, 15. 
Reference Section 
Chairman: Margaret I. Smith, General Library, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
Vice-Chairman: Mildred Kumer, Public Library, 
Dearborn. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Alice Moore, Public Library, 
Detroit, 2. 
School Libraries Section 
Chairman: Leona Hough, Roosevelt High School, 
W vandotte. 
Secretary: Lucille Prange, East Grand Rapids 
High School, East Grand Rapids. 
Secretary-Elect: Edna Ballard, Supervisor of Schoo! 
Libraries, Public Library, Lansing, 15. 
Trustees Section 
Chairman: Mrs. Gertrude Kunze, East Tawas. 
First Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Thelma Kramer, 220 
Ardmore Dr., Ferndale. 
Second Vice-Chairman: Charles Follo, Escanaba. 
Secretary: Mrs, Clayton Campbell, Belding. 


District Chairmen 
District 1\—Mrs. Allyne Dickenson, 


Louise Singley, Public Library, 


Campbell 


Branch, 


Comstock 


Township Library, Comstock. 





District 2—Mrs. Franklin Reck, Manchester Town- 
ship Library, Manchester. 

District 3—Mrs. Thelma Kramer, 220 Ardmore Dr, 
Ferndale. 

District 4+—Mrs. Montgomery Webster, 116 East 
Washington St., Ionia. 

District 5—Mr. Alton Strouds, County Supt. of 
Schools, Ingham County, Mason. 

District 6—Mr. Jesse Baird, West Branch. 

District 7—Mr. Charles Follo, Escanaba. 


MICHIGAN STATE BOARD FOR 
LIBRARIES 


Chairman: Mrs. George Hunter, St. Johns. 

Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Dorothy T. Hagerman, Pub- 
lic Library, Grand Rapids 2. 

Secretary: Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, Michigan State 
Library, Lansing 13. 

Mrs. Florence Dearing, Cromaine Library, Hartland 

Joseph W. Planck, Lansing. 

Helen Warner, Willard Library, Battle Creek 


Michigan Education Association 
Library Sections Chairmen 

Region One: Nona Duffey, 2489 23rd St., Wyan- 
dotte 

Region Two: Mrs. Grace Runyan, 931 S. Franklin 
Ave., F‘int 

Regiot Thee: Mrs. Mildred Lauch, 104 Bennett 
Pk. Rd., Charlotte 

Region Four: Gwendolyn Webster, 1433 7th St, 
Muskegon 

Region Five: No section. 

Region Six: Bernice Bacon, 413 S. Forest St., Ann 


Artor 

Region Seven: Mrs, Beth Brown, High School, 
Stephenson 

Region Eight: Marie Gudde, 208 N. Niles St. 
Paw Paw 


Michigan Schoolmasters Club 
Chairman: Mrs. Elizabeth Schmidt, McKinley 
Junior High School, Flint 
Vice-Chairman: Miss Doris Milliman, Edison Insti- 
tute Schools, Dearborn 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs. Elizabeth Mauerhoff, 
Tappan Junior High School, Ann Arbor 


Special Libraries Association 
Michigan Chapter 

President: Eleanor V. Wright, Engineering Dept., 
Chrysler Corp. 

Vice-President: Mrs. Florence H. Armstrong, Ross 
Roy, Inc., Detroit 7 

Secretary: Stella Albert, Parke-Davis Co., Detroit. 

Treasurer: Mildred E. Kumer, Public Library, 
Dearborn 

Directors: Merle L. Manning, Detroit Edison Co.; 
Robert E. Runser, Public Library, Detroit 2 


Local Associations and Clubs 
Ann Arbor Library Club 


President: Agnes N. Tysse, General Library, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor 

First Vice-President: Margery M. Owen, General 
Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 

Second Vice-President: Lloyd F. Long, General 
Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 

Secretary: Lionel W. Van Kersen, General Library, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 

Treasurer: Mrs. Oda B. Hansen, General Library, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
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Grand Rapids Librarians Club 

President: Ruth Warncke, Kent County Library, 
Grand Rapids 9 

Secretary: Marjorie Nind, Public Library, Grand 
Rapids 2 

Treasurer: Florence Rademacher, Public Library, 
Grand Rapids 2 


Lansing Library Club 
President: Lucile H. Harwick, Public Library, 
Lansing 15 
Vice-President: Cora E. Lindow, Michigan State 
Library, Lansing 13 
Secretary: Mrs. Mary Wood Jacobs, Michigan 
State College, East Lansing 


MICHIGAN REPRESENTATION 


American Library Association 
Executive Board 


For term expiring 1951 
Mabel Louise Conat, Public Library, Detroit, 2. 
Mrs. Loleta D. Fyan, Michigan State Library, 
Lansing, 13. 


Council 


Ruth Barnes, Outer Gratiot Branch, Public Library, 
Detroit, Representing M. L. A. (1949). 

William Warner Bishop, General Library, Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Past Preident 
(Without vote). 

Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor (1949). 

Donald W. Kohlstedt, Public Library, Grand Rap- 
ids, 2, Representing M. L. A. (1952). 

G. Flint Purdy, Wayne University Library, Detroit, 
1. Representing A. C, R. L. (1950). 

Ruth Rutzen, Public Library, Detroit, 2. 
vote). 

Adam Strohm, Wayne County Library (Retired); 
Detroit, 8, Past President (Without vote). 
Virginia Summers, Public Library, Lansing, 15. 

Representing M. L. A. (1951). 
Ralph A. Ulveling, Public Library, Detroit, 2. 
Past President (Without vote). 


(Without 


Commiitees, Boards, Divisions and 
Round Tables 

William Warner Bishop, General Library, Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, International 
Relations Board (consultant) Board on Re- 
sources of American Libraries (Consultant). 

Hobart R. Coffey, Law Library, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Chairman, Committee 
on Constitution and By-Laws (1949). 

Mabel Louise Conat, Public Library, Detroit, 2. 
Committee on A. L. A. Archival and Library 
Materials. Joint Committee on Importations 
(Executive Committee). 

Benjamin A. Custer, Public Library, Detroit, 2. 
Director at Large, Division of Cataloging and 
Classification, 





Dorotha Dawson, Department of School Libraries, 
Board of Education, Detroit. Chairman and 
Editor, Committee on Basic Book Collection for 
High Schools (Joint Committee). 

Mrs. Mary Dickey Dearing, Public Library, Detroit, 
2. Projected Books Committee. 

Grace A. England, Public Library (Downtown 
Library), Detroit, 26. Committee on Bibliog- 
raphy (1949). 

Rudolph H. Gjelsness, Department of Library 
Science, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
President, Association of American Library 
Schools, Chairman, Special Advisory Joint 
Committee on Foreign Students in U. S. Library 
Schools (International Relations Board). 

Madeleine Gibson, Michigan College of Mining 
and Technology, Houghton, Chairman, Engin- 
eering School Libraries Section, A. C. R. I 

Elsie Gordon, Public Library, Detroit, 2, Committee 
on Divisional Relations (1949). 

Mrs, Dorothy T. Hagerman, West Side Branch, 
Public Library, Grand Rapids, 4+, Committee on 
Chapters (1949), Joint Committee on State 
Relationships (1949). 

Katharine G. Harris, Public Library, Detroit, 2, 
Secretary, Reference Librarians Section, A. C. 


Mrs. Thekla R. Hodgson, Campbell Branch, Public 
Library, Detroit, Representative of Branch 
Librarians Section on Board of Directors of 
Public Library Division. 

Alice Louise LeFevre, Department of Library 
Science, Western Michigan College of Educa- 
tion, Kalamazoo. Subscription Books Commit- 
tee. (1950). Editorial Committee (1950). 
Board of Directors, Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People. 

H. P. Lindsay, Carnegie Public Library, Escanaba. 
Member of Board of Directors, Trustees 
Division. 

Eliot Kurtz Myers, Public Library. Detroit, 2. 
Audio-Visual Board. 

Alta M. Parks, Ingham County Library, Mason. 
Director, Library Extension Division. 

G. Flint Purdy, Wayne University Library, Detroit, 
1. Chairman, Committee on Statistics, Finance 
Committee (1950). 

Louise F. Rees, School Library consultant, State 
Library, Lansing, 13, Treasu-er, Division of 
Libraries for Children and Younes People, 
Statistics Committee. 

Ruth Rutzen, Public Library, Detroit, 2, Adult 
Education Board (1949). Committee on A. L. 
A. Activities. 

Eudocia Stratton, State Library, Lansing, 13. Com- 
mittee on Library Legislation (1949). 

Jackson E. Towne, Michigan State College, East 
Lansiny, Director, Agricultural Libraries Sec- 
tion, A. C. R. L. 

Ralph A. Ulveling, Public Library, Detroit, 2. 
Committee on International Relations Board 
(1950). 


ATTENTION—ALL NEWLY APPOINTED CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES AND SECTIONS. 
February | is the deadline for the March issue of the MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN. Let the 
Association know about your plans and activities. Please submit all copy typed, double 


spaced and in duplicate. 


December 1948 
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OUR INNOCENT ARSONISTS 


By Stanley Pargellis, 
Librarian, The Newberry Library, Chicago 


Not long ago an elderly woman walked 
into my office to say that in cleaning up her 
old house she had found something the library 
might like to have. Digging around in her 
purse, she produced three small books. One 
of them was a nineteenth century pocket 
edition of Shakespeare, worth ten ceiucs if it 
had not been torn; the others were little 
better. Curious about old houses, I questioned 
her, to learn that her family had settled in 
Michigan in the 1830's, was related to the 
Chases, and that that very morning she had 
carried out into the back yard and burned a 
bushel-basket full of letters to her grand- 
father from Philander Chase, the first Epis- 
copal bishop of Ohio and later of Illinois, 
founder of Kenyon and Jubilee Colleges. 
Almost no letters of Bishop Chase have sur- 
vived; what we know of him comes only from 
his autobiography. We have now lost another 
chance to learn more. 

Two years ago the priest of one of the 
oldest Catholic churches in Illinois, in one of 
the oldest towns, climbed up into the convent 
attic, found there as he says, ‘‘quite a number 
of old papers,” ordered them taken down and 
destroyed. Among them were in all probab- 
ility documents relating to the extraordinary 
individual who built the church and the 
convent a century ago, a Dominican priest, 
Father Samuel Mazzuchelli, in whom burned 
no scant measure of that divine genius which 
can fashion the poor materials of a primitive 
pioneer community into structures of propor- 
tion, grace and dignity. Unknown today to 
the Midwest which he once enriched, “Father 
Mike,” as his parishioners called him, will, if 


TRY HUNTTING’S 
COMPLETE LIBRARY SERVICE 


his bungling successors continue their work, 
sink deeper into the shadowy limbo of oblivion 
from which, on this earth, there is no recall, 

Now the lady and the priest were, for all 
I know to the contrary, kindly, even good 
people. I may be wrong. Perhaps her smile 
of regret when she learned what she had done 
was assumed; perhaps that patient, well- 
meaning exterior really hid the heart of a 
firebug. Perhaps that morning she had 
pranced about and gloated over the pyre in 
the backyard. For pyre it was. She burned 
that morning, not a human soul, but the record 
of one. She had done her bit—and enough of 
them add up to much—towards keeping the 
human race, a race of animals. Dogs, | 
believe, have no knowledge of the history of 
dogs. Their memories cover no more than 
their own individual experiences, at what doors 
they may expect the best handouts, at what 
hours they may reasonably plan on_ being 
taken for a walk. Dogs, of whom I happen 
to be extremely fond, are nonetheless uncivi- 
lized beings, doomed to remain so because they 
have never developed their memories to extend 
beyond their own time and place, to take in 
the experiences of all dogs. They have no 
knowledge of the great dogs of the past, no 
Washington dogs, nor Lincoln dogs, no dog 
heroes or dog artists, no dogs from whose 
achievements they may take curage and com- 
fort, and resolution to continue, They have 
no recollection of a race of dogs which, be- 
ginning long ago with nothing but teeth and 
paws, conquered the earth, and now and then 
came so close to conquering themselves that 
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they can still hope, no picture of dogdom in 
slow and torturous progress towards some 
goal as yet unknown and undefined. 

Since the human race has those aspirations 
because it has those memories, and since those 
memories are based upon records, whatever 
destroys the records of the human race destroys 
also, to some degree, the quality of a civiliza- 
tion. If the Old Library at Alexandria had 
not been burned in the wars between Caesar 
and Pompey, if we had had ever since the first 
century B. C., the records of that marvelous 
Hellenistic world which went up then in 
flame, we would have been a little farther 
along than we are now. 

The letters of Bishop Chase or of “Father 
Mike” are not exactly the lost poems of 
Sappho or the complete philosophic writings 
of Anaxagoras, but there will always be men 
and women who will wish that they could 
read them. The world is a little poorer be- 
cause they have been burned. 

These are but two instances of an almost 
daily holocaust. Of so much destruction 
through deliberateness or carelessness do I keep 
hearing that the repetititon becomes a little 
numbing and only the more stupid stories stick 
in the mind: of a street commissioner shoveling 
out into his truck the contents of the attic of 
a one-time public courthouse; of the southern 
janitor, in charge of the archives, who made 
room for new accretions by consigning to the 
flames the eighteenth century records of East 
Florida; of rats in a warehouse reducing to 
fodder the unique papers from which the story 
of a pioneer business enterprise could be writ- 
ten. With what abandon we destroy our 
past, matched only perhaps by the abandon 
with which we destroy our future—our top- 
soil, our forests, our natural resources. 

Prodigal as we are of our older records, 
it is arguable that the frontier period of our 
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history is better known and better documented 
than the later, the post-Civil War period. For 
a long time, a half century at least, we have 
been taught to say that America is unique 
because we inherited the virtues and robust 
culture of the frontier. We have said this so 
often that we have come to believe it with 
almost religious zeal, whereas the truth of the 
matter is that what makes America unique is 
not its frontier but the growth of its industrial 
and financial might to a point unequalled in 
all the records of mankind. This is the most 
astounding fact in our history. We can trace 
that growth in a fashion through the news- 
papers, through a few books, here and there 
through state and national documents; but the 
real story of it has not been written. We are 
in the same position in regard to the growth 
of business enterprise as we would be in 
regard to political development if we had no 
Supreme Court records, no records of Con- 
gress, no papers of our presidents or governors 
—if we had nothing but campaign biographies, 
newspaper editorials, magazine articles, and 
such prejudiced materials. Within recent 
years the railroads of the country have express- 
ed almost unanimous willingness to open their 
archives to scholars, and in some cities a few 
business houses, realizing that the truth cannot 
on any count be as damaging as the lies told 
about them, have undertaken to set up archives 
of their own and to keep permanently, records 
like board minutes, ledgers, reports of a general 
nature, and letters of high officials. 

You special librarians in charge of com- 
pany archives—how many of you can produce 
those files, unbroken, from the first beginnings 
of your firm? Men come to me occasionally, 
wanting to celebrate the fiftieth or hundredth 
anniversary of the founding of their business 
by a history that shall be both accurate and 
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exciting. They depart in disappointment, for 
the bricks of history cannot be made without 
the straw of manuscripts, and they have none. 
The records of a few railroads, of at least 
two manufacturing companies, and of at least 
one great newspaper have been saved in Chi- 
cago, but no one can ever do the tremendous 
story of the meat-packers, or of Marshall 
Field’s, or of Montgomery Ward. ‘The essen- 
tial papers are gone. The lives of most of the 
men who made Chicago even now approach 
the legendary obscurity of Charlemagne’s 
peers, of Pontiac’s chieftains. I don’t suggest 
for a moment that all of us should give up 
everything we are doing and hunt old manu- 
scripts, but 1 do suggest that the preservation 
of as much as possible of the past, out of 
which grew the present, is one of the duties 
we owe to the future. 

Librarians know why. They, better than 
anyone else in the world, know the meaning 
of the word “curiosity.” They know the 
unquenchable and infinite variety of the ques- 
tions which people want answered. How 
erratic, how unpredictable that curiosity is! 
How do I make a sidecar cocktail? What is 
the source of this quotation? Miss Jones, get 
me the curve of our production figures in 
1920! Who built that circular staircase in 
the old statehouse at lowa City? (Who in- 
deed, I answer parenthetically, built that stair- 
case—who but “Father Mike.) And then 
the more serious—I shouldn’t say more serious, 
really, because every person who asks a ques- 
tion at a library should be presumed to be 
serious—but the broader, more sweeping 
questions: “I am writing a history of the 
Irish in the Midwest.” “Where can I get 
material on the first steel used in bridge 
construction in this country, with a complete 
chemical analysis of its composition?” “I’m 
tracing the development of tenant farming, 
and I want some letters from farmers in each 
of the last four decades of the nineteenth cen- 
tury; where may I find them?” “I’m prepar- 
ing a cultural atlas of the Midwest, to show 
the lines of variation in speech and customs in 
every county. What have you that will help 
me?” “I’m concerned with the causes of price 
variation, and I need detailed data on prices in 
Illinois, in every town, in every year since 
1830.” 

Those folk who think that old newspapers 
answer questions like these are simple indeed. 
They cannot be answered fully except from 
manuscripts, and often in the strangest and 
most unlikely letter a scholar will pick up the 
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lost clue for which he has long searched, 
Librarians know well how common that oc- 
currence is, and some of them also know that 
books which are written out of other books, or 
out of newspapers, or out of official documents 
alone are so thin as scarcely to be worth the 
reading, and certainly not worth permanent 
saving on library shelves. 

Let me give you one instance of the value 
of manuscripts. An Eastern professor turned 
up at the Newberry a couple of years ago 
with a completed typescript on the business 
career of Jay Gould, that fabulous railroad 
promoter and financier of the 1870's. It had 
been written out of newspapers because few 
manuscripts of Gould’s were known. In our 
Burlington Archives he found such a wealth 
of manuscript material for one phase of 
Gould’s own letters, that he completely re- 
wrote several chapters. One of the railway 
officials, who had been a little suspicious of 
the company’s decision to open the railway’s 
central-office files to scholars, was completely 
converted when he read the professor’s revised 
typescript. That part written from newspap- 
ers, he said, was shallow, dull and untrue, and 
in marked contrast to the solidity and interests 
of the sections based on manuscripts. There 
is a story to tell doubting business men, of 
whom there are fewer now than before, and 
to tell doubting Thomases in any walk of life. 

Now, before I finish, a technical word 
or two. Should you attempt to save every- 
thing, every scrap of old paper, every letter, 
every ledger? In direct denial of all I’ve said 
before, I would answer “no.” Believing in 
buying printed books by a high standard of 
selectivity, I believe also in exercising discre- 
tion in saving manuscripts. Some of them, 
however old, ought to be burned. There are 
plenty of manuscripts—let me hasten to say 
for my own protection—to which I would 
refuse to give houseroom. I don’t really be- 
lieve, for instance, that anyone a century hence 
will. be interested in a letter which says that 
Aunt Mary has been visiting for the last week, 
that the Jersey cow had a calf, and that we 
don’t know what in the world we are going 
to do with Hiram. Unless, of course, Hiram’s 
last name happens to be Grant. My point, let 
me make it clear, is that nothing shall be 
destroyed, by your insistence or help, until 
someone who knows about manuscripts has 
looked them over. If he says to burn them, 
and your committee doesn’t want to, get an 
advisory opinion. One expert may be wrong. 
Beware of the isolated letter, unless it is long 
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and full of information. The ideal manuscript 
collection is a full run of letters and accom- 
panying papers, vast in extent, incapable of 
being compressed into a single book, but nour- 
ishing a succession of seekers, its riches inex- 
haustible. I doubt if you find many such ideal 
collections, but I warrant also that somewhere 
in this state, lying away in someone’s attic, is 
hidden a day-by-day diary, covering a score or 
more of years, an Illinois Pepys. When you 
find it, keep it. And if you want immortality, 
keep one yourself, 


Storage of course is another problem— 
your problem. I don’t believe at the moment 
it matters very much where documents are 
stored, if only they are saved. They can’t 
take much space, unless you get fifteen tons of 
them at a time, as we have done in the New- 
berry. I am always amazed to see how many 
letters, pressed out flat, will fit into a dust- 
proof box that takes no more room on a shelf 
than a copy of Forever Amber. And there are 
always the historical societies to which you 
can send your finds—that is the reason, some 
of you may not know, for historical societies. 

Let your cataloguing fit your collection. 
With great good fortune you may acquire 
papers of such richness that every single one 
of them deserves a card, and a folder, to itself. 
If you get such a collection, I don’t imagine 

a S 

you will begrudge the time or expense. But 
normally, at any rate, again, for the moment, 
a single card in a catalogue will suffice, pro- 
vided it gives the character of the collection, 
the name of the family or company or organi- 
zation concerned, the number of pieces, and 
the dates covered. 

Well, there you are! There is excitement 
and high adventure in this business of being a 
librarian, if you look for it. You are not 
dealing merely with little things, with trivia, 
which can be exciting too. Though I have few 
illusions that many of you will, some of you 
may start down the dusty road I have sketched 
out this morning, a road very many librarians 
have traveled, their names now forgotten, but 
their memory green forever in the hearts of 
the curious searchers they have served. 

From: Illinois Libraries 
April, 1948 
Reprinted with permission from Illinois State Li- 


brary, Springfield, and Stanley Pargellis. 
December 1948 


BOOK FESTIVAL 
Detroit School Libraries 


School librarians, of the Department of 
School Libraries of Detroit, presented a Book 
Festival at the Children’s Museum, November 
8: 30: 


The purpose of the Festival was to 
demonstrate to parents the contribution of 
school libraries and reading in the enrichment 
of the lives of their children. 


Model collections of books and interest- 
ing exhibits of school library activities were 
displayed through-out the Festival. At special 
program-teas, during Children’s Book Week, 
groups of children displayed and discussed the 
results of their use of school libraries. Story 
hours, recorded readings and audio-visual pro- 
grams, talks by specialists and consultant 
services were other features of the week. 


Mrs. Eleanor Rohrbach, Mary Esther 
Segall and Marion Carter who composed the 
Co-ordinating Committee, Mrs. Lois T. 
Place, Director of School Libraries and many 
detail committees planned and executed the 
Festival. 
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A patron after waiting in line at the 
charging desk, finally had her turn. Other 
patrons were in line waiting. She presented a 
list of books, a number of which, the librarian 
quickly realized, were not available in the 
branch collection and would have to be inter- 
loaned, or checked in the branch catalog. The 
librarian said to the patron, “Do you mind 
waiting a moment?” and thereupon began 
charging the books of the person next in line. 
The patron with the list of books was visibly 
annoyed and rejoined, “But, it is my turn, I 
am ahead of that person.” 


After completing the charge to the second 
patron, the librarian realized that she had not 
explained her action to the patron with the 
list and immediately told the patron why she 
had been asked to wait. The patron accepted 
the explanation, saying she was sorry she had 
become impatient and had complained. The 
conclusion of the incident found the patron 
and librarian in harmonious relationship. That 
is fine, but the librarian’s proper action could 
have been too late. 


M. L. A. PUBLIC RELATIONS 
CONSULTANT 


Mrs. Jacqueline Peck, of Detroit, has 
been retained by the Michigan Library Associ- 
ation as public relations consultant for the 
legislative campaign. 

Mrs. Peck will prepare background 
articles on library services for the important 
weekly and daily newspapers, and direct 
articles on state aid when the State Aid Bill 
is under consideration Mimeographed copies 
of the articles will be sent to librarians in the 
area at the same time they are sent to the 
newspapers. ‘The librarians will add_ local 
news, and encourage the editors to print the 
article promptly. 

Mrs. Peck will also send one-minute spot 
announcements to librarians who will arrange 
for their broadcast on local stations. She 
needs information from libraries to give her 
news life and authenticity. 


A CASE STUDY IN PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Suppose the patron had walked from the 
library? Suppose the librarian had failed to 
give a reasonable explanation? Suppose the 
patron had said nothing, and many would, but 
retained her feeling of annoyance and of un- 
just treatment? In all these cases the library’s 
prestige and service would have been depreci- 
ated. Careful thinking by the librarian will 
decrease such instances of potential harm, 
small or large, to the library’s good name for 
service and courtesy to its patrons. 

The best way to prevent such misunder- 
standings as the above from arising, is for the 
librarian at all times to think of herself as the 
patron and judge her actions from that posi- 
tion. We all enjoy to shop at those stores 
where service is prompt and thoughtful. Pub- 
lic institutions, we should remember, are more 
prone to be criticized than private institutions 
and this fact should only increase our vigilance 
for exemplary conduct. ‘Put yourself on the 
other side of the counter” to improve services 
to the public. 

Walter H. Kaiser, Librarian, 
Wayne County Library. 


A. L. A. ANNOUNCES 75TH 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

The American Library Association, the 
world’s oldest and largest organization of 
librarians, will hold its 75th anniversary cele- 
bration in Chicago in 1951. The event was 
announced by John McKenzie Cory, Execu- 
tive Secretary, in releasing the 1947-48 annual 
report of his immediate predecessor, Harold 


F. Brigham, Interim Executive Secretary. 


The celebration will open at the 1950 
annual conference of the A. L. A. in Wash- 
ington, D. C., coinciding with the 75th anni- 
versary of the Library of Congress, and will 
continue on a nation-wide scale into 1951, 
when the celebration will be climaxed at the 


annual conference in Chicago. 


Please notify the Executive Secretary of M.L.A. in case of the following: 1—Change of 
Address. 2—Failure to receive the Michigan Librarian. Address Mrs. Melba P. Haight. 


604 N. Kalamazoo Ave., Paw Paw. 
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MELVINDALE EXPERIMENT 


“The only one of its kind in Michigan!’’, 
so stated Isabella Swan, head of Wayne 
County Library’s program planning section, 
of the Melvindale experiment. 


A Detroit man, who considered that it 
was high time steps be taken to make libraries 
less staid and formal, and that the “hush- 
hush” atmosphere of children’s rooms be al- 
leviated, has done something really construc- 
tive. 

He has provided funds with which the 
branch library in Melvindale has been com- 
pletely transformed into the most popular spot 
in that community. The library has installed 
child-sized furniture, special wall paper, 
record-players and a television set. There are 
small overstuffed chairs and davenports with 
appropriate end-tables, lamps and rugs. There, 
in an atmosphere of attractive, colorful and 
cheerful appeal, with the added comfort of 
undersize furniture, the children really feel 
that it is “for them’. 

After making a personal visit, Boyd 
Simmons reported in The Detroit News: 

The results have been watched with mingled 
delight and apprehension by the two li- 
brariars, Mrs. Beth Gardner and Mrs. 
Elsie Brant. They were almost trampled 
underfoot by the juvenile rush. The store 
building in which the library rents quarters 
has been figuratively bulging its sides. 

The youngsters have behaved themselves un- 
usually well, everyone concedes. “Every- 
thing has gone along fine’ Mrs. Gardner 
said “Except for possibly one thing. We 
had to send some of the smaller children 
home because they stayed too long after 
dark. If the aim was to make them like 
the library, it has certainly been a success.”’ 

The Detroit Free Press commented edi- 
torially: ‘“The place is immensely more popu- 
lar with the kids than it ever was before, and 
we doubt that the cultural opportunities which 
a library offers for the young have been 
lessened.” 

Melvindale was chosen for the experi- 
ment because it is a community where there 
are many children whom, it was felt, were not 
using the library to a normal degree. It 
seemed lika a good community for such a test 
and results have shown this to be true. 


When you buy from our advertisers, 
please mention THE MICHIGAN 
LIBRARIAN. 
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PACKARD FUND GIFT 


At the closing business session of the 
Michigan Library Association on October 9th, 
another generous gift was received for the 
promotion of Trustee interest. This was a 
check for $1,000 from Miss Marion Packard, 
of San Francisco, California. 

In 1943, at the Annual Conference of 
the Association, Miss Packard, then of Flush- 
ing, Michigan, made a gift of $2,000 to the 
Association to be used to promote Trustee 
interest. This money was set up as “The 
Packard Fund”, and handled by the President 
and Treasurer of the Association. 

Mrs. Alice O. Parker, then Chairman of 
the Trustees Section, did unusually good 
organizational work which has born rich fruit. 
Since this first work was accomplished, the 
money has been used to pay the expenses of 
Trustees attending meetings in the interest of 
the work throughout the State. Meetings of 
State and District officers, and many commit- 
tees have been held to enable the Trustees to 
become acquainted with each other and with 
the objectives of the Association. The meet- 
ings, though called for specific purposes, have 
always resulted in discussions and question- 
and-answers sessions that have sent every mem- 
ber away better informed as to the relationship 
of the various library agencies and the func- 
tions of each 

This fund enables the chairman of the 
Trustees Section to call upon people, who 
perhaps could not participate if their expenses 
were not paid, to give of their time and talents 
to carry on the work and to attend meetings. 
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Letters have been sent out, once or twice 
a year, to each of the more than 1,800 trustees 
throughout the state. These letters have 
carried announcements of meetings as well as 
news of the part the Trustees have been play- 
ing in the activities of the Association. Dur- 
ing the 1948 session of the State Legislature, 
the trustees did effective work in aiding the 
Association to keep the legislators informed 
as to the needs for State Aid for the libraries 
of Michigan. This would not have been 
possible, had not the groundwork been laid to 
create the interest in this work on the part of 
the Trustees. 

Because of the increased interest in the 
Association activities, a Trustee member-at- 
large was added to the Executive Board in 
1947. This Trustee is elected on the same 
ballot as the other members of the Board, and 
serves for one year. 

Last December, the Executive Board 
agreed to pay into the Packard Fund $1.00 
per member, based on the membership of the 
previous year, if the Section would raise its 
dues to $2.00 per member. This action was 
taken at the Trustees’ meeting on October 8, 
1948, and becomes effective January 1, 1949. 
By the time the present gift of $1,000 has been 
spent, we will have set up a self perpetuating 
fund to carry on this worthwhile work among 
library trustees. 

Our thanks again go to Miss Packard 
for her generosity in making this additional 
gift to the Trustees of Michigan, thereby 
making it possible to continue this work. 


—Gertrude L. Kunze 
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HIGH 
CHAIR 


By 


Thomas Davies 





About 


meeting of the Junior Members Section at the 


sixteen members attended the 
Detroit convention. Speaker Arthur Elder, 
Director, Workers Education Service, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, gave a boost to those who 
helped maintain the library at the Workers 
camps during the past summer. Parenthetical- 
ly, the Workers Education Service was under 
discussion by the Board of Regents of the Uni- 
versity at the time. There was talk of dis- 
continuing the activity. However, at the final 
voting, the Board of Regents continued the 
project, but placed it directly under the super- 
vision of the Extension division of the Uni- 
versity. Mr. Elder was dismissed from that 
office 

Elder presented a hopeful picture of the 
Workers Education Service and showed the 
demand that was there and how his office and 
other instructors were helping the workers to 
get some of the materials and information they 
desired. 

Voting for the new officers occupied the 
rest of the meeting. Elected were Alice Ep- 
pink of the Detroit Public, Vice-President ; 
Doris Cairms of Lansing, Secretary-treasurer ; 
and Yr. obedient servant, of the Hall-Fowler 
Memorial in Ionia, as President. 

Presentation of the Directory of Michi- 
gan Librarians was made to the group by 
Claxton Helms. Those members who were 
present who had helped to compile the direc- 
tory were asked to tell of their part in the 
project. 

Addenda to the Directory, I should like 
to quote from a letter received from Miss Le 
Fevre:—‘‘We are interested to know what 
the Junior Members Section had in mind 
about keeping up to date the Directory ... It 
is a fine contribution to the Association and 
(the members) are to be congratulated on the 
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Take a 
bow Helms, and all others, especially those 
Jrs. in Detroit, Lansing, and Grand Rapids 
who did so much to put it over. 


achievement of such a project... 


Clax Helms left the Grand Rapids Public 
Library on November 13th, to be Librarian 
of Allegan P.L. 


Word has ben received from Lansing that 
the Greater Lansing Junior Members met on 
October 21st and after long and careful dis- 
cussion decided to disband for the current 
year. ‘The members felt that there has not 
been enough interest shown to continue the 
organization at present. It was voted to turn 
over the money in the treasury to the J.M. 
Secretary- Treasurer. 


Doris Cairns notes that any communica- 
tions regarding the Spring Rally or stories 
that pertain to state affairs can be sent to her 
at the Lansing Public Library. 

Coming events sometimes cast their 
shadows before — or at least as you have read 
elsewhere you will note that the M.L.A. 
meeting in the fall will combine with the 
AL.A. regional in Grand Rapids, which 
should make for an excellent time and pro- 
gram. More on this as word and develop- 
ments take place. 


Jr’s, what incentive acquainted you with 
the library profession? and made you want to 
enter it? Have you any ideas as to effective 
ways we might help to make recruiting for 
the profession bring better results? Various 
plans have been suggested — panels, etc. Let’s 
hear yours so that we can embark on an active 
project for the coming year. 


This is the first attempt to fill the chair 
for De Lyle who had to hang up his bib and 
climb out of the Highchair because of press of 
other work. So-o-o-0, this jr. needs pablum— 
send any items, etc., to me at Ionia so I can 
continue to fill the space. 


A final note. Those who are tired— 
read Helen Hokinson’s new took of cartoons. 
It will take away that tired feeling. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE—Mrs. Beulah Bock will edit Behind the Stacks in forthcoming issues, 


Please send all items for this section to Mrs. Beulah Bock, Public Library, Lansing, 15. 
February | is the deadline for the March MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN. 


Mr. Coffey is still feeling a bit “let 
down’. Seems he was promised a fancy vest 
by the Executive Board if Governor Sigler 
attended M.L.A. The latter did, but no vest 
showed up. 


A 10 year old boy came into the Library 
at Mason with this hurried and almost breath- 
less comment—Have you got a book of Flicka? 
I’ve got a book of Flicka, but I’d like another 
one,—so my mother will leave mine alone. 


Enthusiasm ran high for the Workshop 
held for Teacher-librarians in the area served 
by Ingham County. At least two student as- 
sistants attended with the librarians. Lessons 
on ordering books, where to order, use of 
Standard Catalog and processing of new books 
upon receipt, were taught by Alta Parks. Dis- 
cussion of what to send to the bindery, what 
to mend, and what to discard followed. 
Practice was given in simple mending processes 
and materials needed for such, listed for each 
school. During the luncheon period, Ruth 
Warncke, Kent County Librarian, gave an 
excellent review of Hedric’s LAND OF 
THE CROOKED TREE. Each one brought 
his own lunch, and the library served milk, 
coffee and ice cream. Dorothy Rozek, of the 
County Library staff, lead the afternoon dis- 
cussion on the use of the World Almanac. A 
short talk on the history of the Ingham County 
Library and what it can do for larger schools, 
ended the day. 


Monroe County Library announces that a 
new member, Mrs. Gertrude Logan has been 
added to the headquarters staff. Mrs. Logan 
will be Branch Library assistant at headquart- 
ers, and in her spare time will help with the 
office duties. 
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Dedication and opening of the new li- 
brary building for the Ecorse branch of Wayne 
County Library was held on December 12. 


Edna Manrose Karezag, Univ. of Mich., 
42, has joined the staff of the catalog depart- 
ment of the Wayne County Public Library. 
Formerly assistant cataloger at Marygrove 
College, Detroit, and cataloger at the Royal 
Oak Public Library, Mrs. Karezag is return- 
ing to the profession now that her son, Paul, 
is getting on his own at the age of 18 menths 
as a “student” at the Merrill Palmer School, 
Detroit. 


Construction has started on a new Ecorse 
Township library building to be located in the 
village of Allen Park. Planned for function- 
al advantages, the architecture follows modern 
trends. 


Public Relations Note: While holding 
a bake sale in the Ida Branch of Monroe 
County recently, several of the Band Mothers 
“found” the library. 


The Branch County Library Bookmobile 
took a “week off” during September to be on 
display at the County +H Fair. With a staff- 
member on hand at all times, a representative 
collection of new adult and children’s books, 
children’s records and Tru-View films were 
shown. Also on exhibit, was an outstanding 
collection of photographs taken by Louis 
Keller showing various phases of the Library’s 
work. One group illustrated School Book- 
mobile service, another Summer Bookmobile 
service, and a third, pictures of the 8 Branches 
and units of the County Library. 


The Michigan Librarian 








bra 
Pu 
wo 


the 


ha 


Pa 
fo 
Tl 


me 


W 


lit 
m 


ar 


~~ wee ae lee oe ed 





Sues, 
> oo 


w li- 
Tayne 
12 


lich., 
Part- 
rary. 
xrove 
oval 
furn- 
Paul, 
»nths 
hool, 


-orse 
1 the 
tion- 


dern 


ding 
nroe 
hers 


bile 
2 on 
-aff- 
itive 
oks, 
vere 
ling 
Ouis 
ry’s 
0k- 
bile 
hes 





Also new on the Monroe County head- 
quarters staff is Mrs. Alice Reeder, who is a 
school assistant. As a former school teacher, 
Mrs. Reeder will be a great help to the li- 
brary in filling teachers’ requests. 


More news from Wayne County — Our 
thanks to I. Swann! 

To accept a position as school librarian in 
Detroit, Vivian Vassar resigned in September. 

Louis Rubin has left Wayne County Li- 
brary to take a position with the Dearborn 
Public Library. He will be in charge of adult 
work in their Southeast Branch, located near 
the Ford Rouge plant. 





As an experiment, 100 “Pocket Books” 
have been placed in the following branches of 
Wayne County Library: Flat Rock, Lincoln 
Park and on the Bookmobile. Special racks 
for the display of the books are being provided. 
This is an experiment we shall want to hear 
more about. 


From the Column of Helen Martin, feature 
writer for the Grand Rapids Press: 

“T had a visit this week with Sparta’s 
librarian, Mrs. Hazel Anderson, and she took 
me on a tour of Sparta’s newly decorated li- 
brary. No wonder both town and township 
are proud of it. 

There’s a fine bright color scheme with 
two shades of blue and touches of red, the 
colors accented by a big painting of a sailing 
ship. The picture turned out to be the work 
of Dr. George Bromley, who’s a member of 
the library board and a spare-time artist. 

Mrs. Anderson especially enjoys the big 
basement room for meetings, record playing 
and her popular Friday story hours for child- 
ren. I was amused by the rows of little card- 
board cowboy figures, one for each child. 
Five books read earn a bit of cowboy equip- 
ment such as hat or scarf, so all are differently 
attired, 


Library Board members include Mrs. E. 
Phil Bradstrom, president, Mrs. William 
Powers, Mrs. Fred Clark, Mrs. Mary Bettes, 
Dr. Bromley and Mr. William DeHart who is 
Sparta’s school superintendent. They'd like to 
have more to work with, but they’ve certainly 
managed to go a long way from the oldtime 
dull and drab library atmosphere.” 
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Katharine M. Stokes is the new Head 
Librarian at Western Michigan College of 
Education. She comes to Kalamazoo from 
the University of Illinois where she was 
Circulation Librarian for three years. Miss 
Stokes is a Graduate of Simmons College and 
of the University of Michigan. 


The Public Relations Office of the 
Grand Rapids Public Library is presently busy 
sending out a questionnaire to representative 
business and industrial leaders in that city. 
Purpose of the query is to ascertain the type 
of service most desired from the Business and 
Technology Library. The questionnaire was 
designed to pull in suggestions and criticisms 
about existing facilities as well as to secure 
suggestions for additional services. 


Claxton Helms, new head of the Allegan 
Public Library, recently suffered facial cuts 
in a freak accident. A house door, fastened to 
the top of a car, became untied and blew into 
Clax’s windshield, just as he was passing the 
car. Clax resigned as Technical Librarian of 


the Grand Rapids P.L. in November. 





DOUBLEDAY AND CO., INC. 


INSTITUTIONAL DEPARTMENT 


GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 


Librarians may wish to use our 
new PERMABOOKS for replace- 
ment of missing or wornout books. 
PERMABOOKS have hard bind- 
ings, the titles are non-fiction, and 
their price is only 35¢ each, less 
regular discount. 


Wm. H. Smith, District Manager 
727 West Michigan Avenue 
Battle Creek, Michigan 
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Margaret Keefe, former librarian in the 
Reference Department of the Kalamazoo Pub- 
lic Library, has accepted a position in the 
Reference Department of the Grand Rapids 
Public Library. 


The Grand Rapids Public Library, inno- 
vating another library ‘“‘first’’ placed portable 
micro-groove players and L.P. records in 
Response has 


circulation on November 20. 


been enthusiastic. 


The Zonta Club of Grand Rapids has 
donated two Ceiling Projectors to the Public 
Library. These are to be loaned out to 
patients in the local hospitals and convalescent 
homes. The machines and films, which will 
be kept at the Ryerson Library, were received 
in time for Book Week, and were exhibited in 
the lobby all during the week. Thus, the 
general public had an opportunity to view the 
projectors in operation. 


RECRUITING 


The Quarrie Corporation, publishers of 
the World Book Encyclopedia and CHILD- 
CRAFT, will contribute awards for the most 
effective recruiting activities reported to the 
A.L.A. Board of Education for Librarianship 
during the years of 1948 and 1949. 

Three awards of $300, $200 and $100 
respectively, for activities in 1948 will be 
granted at the A.L.A. Midwinter Conference 
in January, 1949. 

Three similar awards will be presented 
at the corresponding Midwinter Conference 
for projects during the year 1949. 

The Board will appoint and announce 
judges for the awards and will approve rules 
for judging recruiting activities. 

Who is Eligible? 

Any library, library school, library organi- 
zation or group other than the board, or an 
individual, will be eligible to receive an award. 


What Activities Will be Considered? 
Any project or activity, designed to inter- 
est young men and women in librarianship, 


that is reported to the board will receive full 
consideration 

Have you, for example, 
Set up exhibits calling attention to librarian- 
ship as a career? 
Established scholarship funds for library school 
students ? 
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WESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE 


The former training school and Western ~ 
State High School have recently been united, 
and are now known as The Campus School of 
Western Michigan College. Dr. Roy G, 
Bryan is the Principal of the entire organiza- 
tion. To serve this campus school, a new li- 
brary is being organized, combining the former 
Ellsworth Library, the Training School Li- 
brary, and the State High School Library. 


The librarian in charge is Miss Helen 
M. Green, formerly librarian of the Marl- 
borough Central School, Marlborough, New 
York. Miss Green will serve as supervisor | 
for the students in the Department of Li- 
brarianship who are preparing to become either 
elementary or secondary school librarians for 
this library is to be one of the practice centers 
for training of school librarians at Western. 


AWARDS 


Invited young people and vocational counselors 
to discuss library work? 

Worked toward the improvement of library 
salaries and working conditions? 

Adopted a definite and continuous public re- 
lations program to inform the public of the 
variety of services performed by librarians? 


When are Reports Due? 

Reports on activities in progress during 
1948 and 1949 must be received at A.L.A. 
Headquarters on or before December | of the 
same year. 

Let the Board of Education for Li- 
brarianship know what you are doing to inter- 
est young people in librarianship as a pro- 
fession. What recruiting efforts are being 
sponsored by you, your library or your library 
organization? What materials are you using 
or have you prepared. What results can you 
report? Send a brief description now and 
follow with a longer report by December 
1, 1949. 

Why? 

All recruiting for library work begins 
with a librarian. Success of the profession in 
the future depends upon the immediate re- 
cruiting efforts of all librarians and library 
groups, 


HELP YOUR PROFESSION AND 
TRY FOR AN AWARD. 
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HANDY CATALOGS 








GRADED LIST OF BOOKS 


Eight individual books . . . grades 
one through eight... in one folder 
with approximately 100 titles for 
each grade. An invaluable listing 
for school and public librarians. 
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SELECTED TEEN-AGE BOOKS 


Listing 1,500 of the books most 
popular among the ‘teen-age read- 
ers. 138 pages, including alpha- 
betical title-cuthor and advertisers’ 
indexes for easy selection of 
books. 


Write today for your free copies of these 
publications ... another McClurg service to 


librarians! 


A. C. MeCLURG & CO. 


333 EAST ONTARIO STREET 


“Serving Librarians is Our Business’’ 


CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 

































Just By Way Of 
A Reminder - ee 


Books rebound or prebound by 
Wagenvoord have finer appearance 
and longer library life. Whatever 
your binding problems may be, we 
are equipped to solve them. Let us 


know your needs. 


WAGENVOORD & CO. 


300-310 N. GRAND AVE. LANSING, MICH. 


Library Bookbinders and Booksellers 
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Grosse Pointe 
Ann Arbor 
Battle Creek 
Saginaw 
Grand Rapids 
East Lansing 
Jackson 


Petoskey 


Leather-lined, all 
wool, winter-weight 


GABARDINE 
ZIP-COAT 


with the new 
yoke back 


A soft, removable leather 
lining without bulkiness of 
any kind. Zip it out for 
balmy fall and spring days 

- zip it in for welcome 
winter warmth. This is the 
convertible coat that looks 
RIGHT either way. Grey. 
wine, green or black. Junior 
and misses sizes. 


79.95 


Inquire about Jacobson’s Wardrobe Budget Plan 
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